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TTHHEE BBIIRRTTHH OOFF OOUURR SSAAVVIIOOUURR
BBIIBBLLEE TTEEXXTT :: MMaatttthheeww 11::1188--2255;; 22::11--2233;; LLuukkee 22::11--4400..

LESSON 312 Senior Course
MEMORY VERSE: “The sceptre shall not depart from Judah, nor a lawgiver from between his feet, 
until Shiloh come; and unto him shall the gathering of the people be”  (Genesis 49:10).

BIBLE TEXT  in King James Version BIBLE REFERENCES:

Matthew 1:18-25 
18 Now the birth of Jesus Christ was on 
this wise: When as his mother Mary was 
espoused to Joseph, before they came 
together, she was found with child of the 
Holy Ghost. 
19 Then Joseph her husband, being a just 
man, and not willing to make her a 
publick example, was minded to put her 
away privily. 
20 But while he thought on these things, 
behold, the angel of the Lord appeared 
unto him in a dream, saying, Joseph, 
thou son of David, fear not to take unto 
thee Mary thy wife: for that which is 
conceived in her is of the Holy Ghost. 
21 And she shall bring forth a son, and 
thou shalt call his name JESUS: for he 
shall save his people from their sins. 
22 Now all this was done, that it might be 
fulfilled which was spoken of the Lord by 
the prophet, saying, 
23 Behold, a virgin shall be with child, and 
shall bring forth a son, and they shall call 
his name Emmanuel, which being 
interpreted is, God with us. 
24 Then Joseph being raised from sleep 
did as the angel of the Lord had bidden 
him, and took unto him his wife: 
25 And knew her not till she had brought 
forth her firstborn son: and he called his 
name JESUS. 

Matthew 2:1-23 
1 Now when Jesus was born in Bethlehem 
of Judaea in the days of Herod the king, 
behold, there came wise men from the 
east to Jerusalem, 
2 Saying, Where is he that is born King of 
the Jews? for we have seen his star in the 
east, and are come to worship him. 
3 When Herod the king had heard these 
things, he was troubled, and all 
Jerusalem with him. 
4 And when he had gathered all the chief 
priests and scribes of the people 
together, he demanded of them where 
Christ should be born. 
5 And they said unto him, In Bethlehem of 
Judaea: for thus it is written by the 
prophet, 
6 And thou Bethlehem, in the land of 
Juda, art not the least among the princes 

II PPrroopphheeccyy FFuullffiilllleedd
11.. JJeessuuss CChhrriisstt wwaass bboorrnn ooff aa vviirrggiinn,, aanndd wwaass tthhee CChhrriisstt ooff GGoodd,,

aass hhaadd bbeeeenn pprroopphheessiieedd ooff HHiimm,, MMaatttthheeww 11::1188--2255;;
Isaiah 7:14 

14 Therefore the Lord himself shall give you a sign; Behold, 
a virgin shall conceive, and bear a son, and shall call his 
name Immanuel. 

Isaiah 8:8 
8 And he shall pass through Judah; he shall overflow and 
go over, he shall reach even to the neck; and the stretching 
out of his wings shall fill the breadth of thy land, O 
Immanuel. 

Isaiah 9:6-7 
6 For unto us a child is born, unto us a son is given: and 
the government shall be upon his shoulder: and his name 
shall be called Wonderful, Counsellor, The mighty God, 
The everlasting Father, The Prince of Peace. 
7 Of the increase of his government and peace there shall 
be no end, upon the throne of David, and upon his 
kingdom, to order it, and to establish it with judgment and 
with justice from henceforth even for ever. The zeal of the 
LORD of hosts will perform this. 

Isaiah 11:1 
1 And there shall come forth a rod out of the stem of Jesse, 
and a Branch shall grow out of his roots: 

22.. CChhrriisstt wwaass bboorrnn aatt BBeetthhlleehheemm,, tthhee cciittyy ooff DDaavviidd,, MMaatttthheeww 22::11,,
55,, 66;; LLuukkee 22::11--77;;

John 7:42 
42 Hath not the scripture said, That Christ cometh of the 
seed of David, and out of the town of Bethlehem, where 
David was? 

Micah 5:2 
2 But thou, Bethlehem Ephratah, though thou be little 
among the thousands of Judah, yet out of thee shall he 
come forth unto me that is to be ruler in Israel; whose 
goings forth have been from of old, from everlasting. 

33.. WWiissee mmeenn ccaammee ffrroomm aaffaarr ttoo ffiinndd tthhee CChhrriisstt,, MMaatttthheeww 22::11--77;;
LLuukkee 22::11--77,, 1111;;

Numbers 24:17-19 
17 I shall see him, but not now: I shall behold him, but not 
nigh: there shall come a Star out of Jacob, and a Sceptre 
shall rise out of Israel, and shall smite the corners of 
Moab, and destroy all the children of Sheth. 
18 And Edom shall be a possession, Seir also shall be a 
possession for his enemies; and Israel shall do valiantly. 
19 Out of Jacob shall come he that shall have dominion, 
and shall destroy him that remaineth of the city. 

44.. JJoosseepphh aanndd MMaarryy fflleedd wwiitthh JJeessuuss iinnttoo EEggyypptt ttoo eessccaappee tthhee
hhaattrreedd ooff HHeerroodd,, MMaatttthheeww 22::88--1155;;

Hosea 11:1 
1 When Israel was a child, then I loved him, and called my
son out of Egypt. 

55.. HHeerroodd sslleeww aallll tthhee cchhiillddrreenn uunnddeerr ttwwoo yyeeaarrss ooff aaggee iinn aann eeffffoorrtt
ttoo ddeessttrrooyy CChhrriisstt,, MMaatttthheeww 22::1166--1188;;

Jeremiah 31:15-17 
15 Thus saith the LORD; A voice was heard in Ramah, 
lamentation, and bitter weeping; Rahel weeping for her 
children refused to be comforted for her children, because 
they were not. 
16 Thus saith the LORD; Refrain thy voice from weeping, 
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of Juda: for out of thee shall come a 
Governor, that shall rule my people 
Israel. 
7 Then Herod, when he had privily called 
the wise men, enquired of them diligently 
what time the star appeared. 
8 And he sent them to Bethlehem, and 
said, Go and search diligently for the 
young child; and when ye have found 
him, bring me word again, that I may 
come and worship him also. 
9 When they had heard the king, they 
departed; and, lo, the star, which they 
saw in the east, went before them, till it 
came and stood over where the young 
child was. 
10 When they saw the star, they rejoiced 
with exceeding great joy. 
11 And when they were come into the 
house, they saw the young child with 
Mary his mother, and fell down, and 
worshipped him: and when they had 
opened their treasures, they presented 
unto him gifts; gold, and frankincense, 
and myrrh. 
12 And being warned of God in a dream 
that they should not return to Herod, 
they departed into their own country 
another way. 
13 And when they were departed, behold, 
the angel of the Lord appeareth to 
Joseph in a dream, saying, Arise, and 
take the young child and his mother, and 
flee into Egypt, and be thou there until I 
bring thee word: for Herod will seek the 
young child to destroy him. 
14 When he arose, he took the young child 
and his mother by night, and departed 
into Egypt: 
15 And was there until the death of Herod: 
that it might be fulfilled which was 
spoken of the Lord by the prophet, 
saying, Out of Egypt have I called my 
son. 
16 Then Herod, when he saw that he was 
mocked of the wise men, was exceeding 
wroth, and sent forth, and slew all the 
children that were in Bethlehem, and in 
all the coasts thereof, from two years old 
and under, according to the time which 
he had diligently enquired of the wise 
men. 
17 Then was fulfilled that which was 
spoken by Jeremy the prophet, saying, 
18 In Rama was there a voice heard, 
lamentation, and weeping, and great 
mourning, Rachel weeping for her 
children, and would not be comforted, 
because they are not. 
19 But when Herod was dead, behold, an 
angel of the Lord appeareth in a dream to 

and thine eyes from tears: for thy work shall be rewarded, 
saith the LORD; and they shall come again from the land 
of the enemy. 
17 And there is hope in thine end, saith the LORD, that thy 
children shall come again to their own border. 

66.. JJoosseepphh aanndd MMaarryy rreettuurrnneedd ffrroomm EEggyypptt ttoo ddwweellll iinn NNaazzaarreetthh ooff
GGaalliilleeee,, MMaatttthheeww 22::1199--2233..

IIII BBiirrtthh ooff OOuurr SSaavviioouurr
11.. AAnnggeellss aannnnoouunncceedd ttoo sshheepphheerrddss tthhee ggllaadd nneewwss ooff tthhee bbiirrtthh ooff

CChhrriisstt,, aanndd ddeeccllaarreedd HHiiss ddeeiittyy,, LLuukkee 22::88--1144;;
Acts 2:36 

36 Therefore let all the house of Israel know assuredly, that 
God hath made that same Jesus, whom ye have crucified, 
both Lord and Christ. 

22.. TThhee sshheepphheerrddss wweenntt ttoo sseeee JJeessuuss,, aanndd gglloorriiffiieedd aanndd pprraaiisseedd
GGoodd ffoorr wwhhaatt tthheeyy hhaadd hheeaarrdd aanndd sseeeenn,, LLuukkee 22::1155--2200..

33.. JJeessuuss wwaass rreeccooggnniizzeedd aanndd aacckknnoowwlleeddggeedd ttoo bbee tthhee CChhrriisstt ooff
GGoodd,, bbyy tthhee ssaaiinnttss ooff GGoodd,, LLuukkee 22::2211--4400;;

Isaiah 52:10 
10 The LORD hath made bare his holy arm in the eyes of all 
the nations; and all the ends of the earth shall see the 
salvation of our God. 

Psalm 98:2 
2 The LORD hath made known his salvation: his 
righteousness hath he openly shewed in the sight of the 
heathen. 

Psalm 98:3 
3 He hath remembered his mercy and his truth toward the 
house of Israel: all the ends of the earth have seen the 
salvation of our God. 

NOTES:
UUnnttiill SShhiilloohh CCoommee

MMaann hhaadd hhooppeedd ffoorr aa RReeddeeeemmeerr ffrroomm ssiinn ssiinnccee tthhee ttiimmee ooff tthhee
ffiirrsstt ssiinn.. TThhee ffiirrsstt pprroommiissee ooff aa RReeddeeeemmeerr wwaass ggiivveenn ttoo AAddaamm aanndd
EEvvee,, wwhhoo wweerree tthhee ffiirrsstt ttrraannssggrreessssoorrss aaggaaiinnsstt GGoodd,, aanndd ssoo wweerree
tthhee ffiirrsstt iinn tthhee nneeeedd ooff rreeddeemmppttiioonn.. TThhee pprroommiissee ggiivveenn tthheemm wwaass
ppaarrtt ooff tthhee ddeennuunncciiaattiioonn ggiivveenn tthhee sseerrppeenntt.. IItt ssttaatteedd:: ““II wwiillll ppuutt
eennmmiittyy bbeettwweeeenn tthheeee [[tthhee sseerrppeenntt]] aanndd tthhee wwoommaann,, aanndd bbeettwweeeenn
tthhyy sseeeedd aanndd hheerr sseeeedd;; iitt sshhaallll bbrruuiissee tthhyy hheeaadd,, aanndd tthhoouu sshhaalltt
bbrruuiissee hhiiss hheeeell”” ((GGeenneessiiss 33::1155)).. TThhee ggiisstt ooff tthhiiss pprroommiissee wwaass tthhaatt
tthhrroouugghh tthhee sseeeedd ooff tthhee wwoommaann CChhrriisstt wwoouulldd ccoommee,, aanndd tthhaatt HHee
wwoouulldd ddeessttrrooyy SSaattaann aanndd aallll hhiiss wwoorrkkss.. TThhoouugghh SSaattaann wwaass ddeessttiinnee
ttoo bbrruuiissee tthhee sseeeedd ooff tthhee wwoommaann --–– tthhaatt iiss,, CChhrriisstt --–– nneevveerrtthheelleessss,,
tthhaatt ssaammee CChhrriisstt wwoouulldd bbee tthhee eevveennttuuaall ddeessttrrooyyeerr ooff aallll eevviill.. CChhrriisstt
wwaass iinnddeeeedd bboorrnn iinnttoo tthhee wwoorrlldd aanndd ccrruucciiffiieedd bbyy wwiicckkeedd mmeenn;; bbuutt
HHee rroossee ttrriiuummpphhaanntt oovveerr ddeeaatthh,, hheellll,, aanndd tthhee ggrraavvee,, aanndd nnooww
rreeiiggnnss oonn HHiigghh..

FFrroomm tthhee ttiimmee ooff tthhee ffiirrsstt pprroommiissee ooff aa RReeddeeeemmeerr,, GGoodd hhaass
rreenneewweedd tthhaatt pprroommiissee mmaannyy ttiimmeess.. FFrroomm tthhee ttiimmee ooff tthhee ffiirrsstt
ffaammiillyy uuppoonn eeaarrtthh,, tthheerree hhaavvee bbeeeenn tthhoossee wwhhoo hhaavvee bbeelliieevveedd ssuucchh
pprroommiisseess;; aanndd tthheeyy hhaavvee bbeeeenn aacccceepptteedd bbyy GGoodd bbeeccaauussee ooff tthheeiirr
bbeelliieeff.. ((Romans 4:3 3 For what saith the scripture? Abraham 
believed God, and it was counted unto him for righteousness.))..
AAbbeell,, EEnnoocchh,, AAbbrraahhaamm,, JJaaccoobb aanndd IIssaaaacc wweerree aammoonngg tthhee ffiirrsstt wwhhoo
bbeelliieevveedd GGoodd’’ss pprroommiissee ooff aa RReeddeeeemmeerr.. TThheessee,, aanndd mmaannyy mmoorree,,
aallll lloonnggeedd ffoorr tthhee ddaayy ooff tthhee ccoommiinngg ooff tthhee MMeessssiiaahh,, JJeessuuss CChhrriisstt..

TThhee rreeccoorrddss ooff sseeccuullaarr aanndd ssaaccrreedd hhiissttoorryy tteeaacchh uuss tthhaatt
tthhrroouugghhoouutt tthhee cciivviilliizzeedd wwoorrlldd tthheerree wwaass ccoonnssiiddeerraabbllee kknnoowwlleeddggee
aanndd bbeelliieeff ooff IIssrraaeell’’ss ccoommiinngg MMeessssiiaahh aanndd KKiinngg.. QQuuiittee lliikkeellyy mmuucchh
ooff tthhiiss kknnoowwlleeddggee wwaass aaccqquuiirreedd tthhrroouugghh DDaanniieell.. TToo hhiimm wwaass
ggiivveenn tthhee rreevveellaattiioonn ooff tthhee ttiimmeess ooff tthhee MMeessssiiaahh.. ((Daniel 9:20-27 
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Joseph in Egypt, 
20 Saying, Arise, and take the young child 
and his mother, and go into the land of 
Israel: for they are dead which sought 
the young child's life. 
21 And he arose, and took the young child 
and his mother, and came into the land 
of Israel. 
22 But when he heard that Archelaus did 
reign in Judaea in the room of his father 
Herod, he was afraid to go thither: 
notwithstanding, being warned of God in 
a dream, he turned aside into the parts of 
Galilee: 
23 And he came and dwelt in a city called 
Nazareth: that it might be fulfilled which 
was spoken by the prophets, He shall be 
called a Nazarene. 

Luke 2:1-40 
1 And it came to pass in those days, that 
there went out a decree from Caesar 
Augustus, that all the world should be 
taxed. 
2 (And this taxing was first made when 
Cyrenius was governor of Syria.) 
3 And all went to be taxed, every one into 
his own city. 
4 And Joseph also went up from Galilee, 
out of the city of Nazareth, into Judaea, 
unto the city of David, which is called 
Bethlehem; (because he was of the 
house and lineage of David:) 
5 To be taxed with Mary his espoused 
wife, being great with child. 
6 And so it was, that, while they were 
there, the days were accomplished that 
she should be delivered. 
7 And she brought forth her firstborn son, 
and wrapped him in swaddling clothes, 
and laid him in a manger; because there 
was no room for them in the inn. 
8 And there were in the same country 
shepherds abiding in the field, keeping 
watch over their flock by night. 
9 And, lo, the angel of the Lord came 
upon them, and the glory of the Lord 
shone round about them: and they were 
sore afraid. 
10 And the angel said unto them, Fear 
not: for, behold, I bring you good tidings 
of great joy, which shall be to all people. 
11 For unto you is born this day in the city 
of David a Saviour, which is Christ the 
Lord. 
12 And this shall be a sign unto you; Ye 
shall find the babe wrapped in swaddling 
clothes, lying in a manger. 
13 And suddenly there was with the angel 
a multitude of the heavenly host praising 
God, and saying, 

20 And whiles I was speaking, and praying, and confessing my sin 
and the sin of my people Israel, and presenting my supplication
before the LORD my God for the holy mountain of my God; 21 Yea, 
whiles I was speaking in prayer, even the man Gabriel, whom I 
had seen in the vision at the beginning, being caused to fly swiftly, 
touched me about the time of the evening oblation. 22 And he 
informed me, and talked with me, and said, O Daniel, I am now 
come forth to give thee skill and understanding. 23 At the 
beginning of thy supplications the commandment came forth, and 
I am come to shew thee; for thou art greatly beloved: therefore 
understand the matter, and consider the vision. 24 Seventy weeks 
are determined upon thy people and upon thy holy city, to finish 
the transgression, and to make an end of sins, and to make 
reconciliation for iniquity, and to bring in everlasting 
righteousness, and to seal up the vision and prophecy, and to 
anoint the most Holy. 25 Know therefore and understand, that
from the going forth of the commandment to restore and to build 
Jerusalem unto the Messiah the Prince shall be seven weeks, and 
threescore and two weeks: the street shall be built again, and the 
wall, even in troublous times. 26 And after threescore and two 
weeks shall Messiah be cut off, but not for himself: and the people 
of the prince that shall come shall destroy the city and the 
sanctuary; and the end thereof shall be with a flood, and unto the 
end of the war desolations are determined. 27 And he shall confirm 
the covenant with many for one week: and in the midst of the 
week he shall cause the sacrifice and the oblation to cease, and 
for the overspreading of abominations he shall make it desolate, 
even until the consummation, and that determined shall be 
poured upon the desolate)) DDaanniieell wwaass cchhiieeff ooff tthhee ggoovveerrnnoorrss ooff
aallll tthhee wwiissee mmeenn iinn BBaabbyylloonn aanndd wwaass wwiiddeellyy kknnoowwnn aanndd rreessppeecctteedd..
HHiiss uunnddeerrssttaannddiinngg ooff tthhee pprroopphheecciieess ccoonncceerrnniinngg tthhee MMeessssiiaahh aanndd
HHiiss ppeeooppllee mmuusstt hhaavvee bbeeeenn ddiissccuusssseedd aanndd kknnoowwnn.. AAnndd DDaanniieell’’ss
rreevveellaattiioonn ppuutt aann aaccttuuaall ttiimmee ffoorr tthhee ccoommiinngg ooff tthhee MMeessssiiaahh..

EEaarrlliieerr tthhaann DDaanniieell’’ss wwaass BBaallaaaamm’’ss pprroopphheeccyy ccoonncceerrnniinngg CChhrriisstt..
AAlltthhoouugghh BBaallaaaamm wwaass aa GGeennttiillee hhee ssppookkee iinn ssoommee ddeettaaiill ooff tthhee
““SSttaarr oouutt ooff JJaaccoobb,,”” aanndd tthhee SScceeppttrree tthhaatt sshhoouulldd rriissee oouutt ooff IIssrraaeell
((NNuummbbeerrss 2244::1177)).. AAlltthhoouugghh tthhee pprroommiissee ooff aa RReeddeeeemmeerr aanndd
MMeessssiiaahh wwaass ppaarrttiiccuullaarrllyy ggiivveenn ttoo IIssrraaeell bbyy GGoodd,, tthheerree sseeeemmeedd ttoo
bbee mmaannyy aallssoo oouuttssiiddee tthhee nnaattiioonn ooff IIssrraaeell wwhhoo,, ffoorr vvaarriioouuss rreeaassoonnss
aanndd wwiitthh vvaarryyiinngg ddeeggrreeeess ooff eenntthhuussiiaassmm,, hhooppeedd ffoorr CChhrriisstt..
TThhrroouugghh tthhee cceennttuurriieess bbeeffoorree CChhrriisstt’’ss bbiirrtthh,, GGoodd hhaadd ssttrriivveenn wwiitthh
IIssrraaeell tthhaatt HHee mmiigghhtt uussee tthheemm ttoo iinnttrroodduuccee tthhee wwoorrsshhiipp ooff GGoodd ttoo
hheeaatthheenn nnaattiioonnss.. BBuutt,, mmoorree oofftteenn tthhaann nnoott,, IIssrraaeell wwaass wwoorrsshhiippiinngg
iiddoollss rraatthheerr tthhaann tthhee ttrruuee aanndd lliivviinngg GGoodd.. NNeevveerrtthheelleessss,, GGoodd ddiidd
uussee iinnddiivviidduuaallss ffrroomm aammoonngg tthheemm ttoo pprrooccllaaiimm aanndd ppuubblliisshh tthhee
hhooppee aanndd pprroommiissee ooff tthhee MMeessssiiaahh.. WWhhiillee mmoosstt mmeenn’’ss
uunnddeerrssttaannddiinngg ooff tthhee ttrruuee ssiiggnniiffiiccaannccee ooff CChhrriisstt’’ss ccoommiinngg wwaass vveerryy
mmuucchh lliimmiitteedd,, HHiiss bbiirrtthh aass aa BBaabbee iinn tthhee cciittyy ooff BBeetthhlleehheemm wwaass nnoott
wwiitthhoouutt iittss pprrooppeerr eeffffeecctt..

TThhee iimmmmoorrttaall ssoouull ooff mmaann hhaass ffeelltt tthhee nneeeedd ooff rreeddeemmppttiioonn
ssiinnccee ssiinn ffiirrsstt wwoorrkkeedd iittss hhaavvoocc iinn tthhee hhuummaann hheeaarrtt.. CCoolloouurr ooff sskkiinn
hhaass nnoo bbeeaarriinngg oonn tthhee nneeeedd ooff ssaallvvaattiioonn;; aanndd,, wwhhiillee mmaannyy ooff tthhee
IIssrraaeelliitteess bbeeccaammee bbiitttteerr eenneemmiieess ooff CChhrriisstt,, tthheerree wweerree aallssoo mmaannyy
hhuunnggrryy hheeaarrttss wwhhoo wweellccoommeedd HHiimm.. WWhhaatt aa lleessssoonn wwee sseeee tthheerree
ffoorr uuss ttoo lleeaarrnn,, ffoorr oouurr oowwnn bbeenneeffiitt,, aass wwee rreeaadd ooff ssoommee wwhhoo,, bbyy
bbeelliieevviinngg oonn tthhee CChhrriisstt,, rreecceeiivveedd ggrreeaatt tthhiinnggss ffrroomm GGoodd.. JJeewwiisshh
ttrraaddiittiioonn ssttaatteess tthhaatt iitt wwaass tthhee hhooppee ooff eevveerryy wwoommaann tthhaatt sshhee
wwoouulldd bbee tthhee mmootthheerr ooff tthhee MMeessssiiaahh.. WWee rreeaadd ooff ttwwoo,, oouuttssiiddee ooff
IIssrraaeell,, wwhhoo wweerree bbrroouugghhtt iinnttoo tthhee vveerryy lliinneeaaggee ooff CChhrriisstt.. TThheessee
ttwwoo wweerree RRuutthh,, aa MMooaabbiittiisshh wwoommaann,, wwhhoo aacccceepptteedd tthhee wwoorrsshhiipp ooff
GGoodd aass iitt wwaass ttaauugghhtt ttoo hheerr bbyy hheerr mmootthheerr--iinn--llaaww;; aanndd RRaahhaabb,,
wwhhoo ppeerrffoorrmmeedd aa vvaalluuaabbllee sseerrvviiccee ffoorr tthhee ttwwoo ssppiieess wwhheenn tthheeyy
ccaammee ttoo JJeerriicchhoo..

GGllaadd TTiiddiinnggss
NNeeaarr tthhee ttoowwnn ooff BBeetthhlleehheemm wweerree cceerrttaaiinn sshheepphheerrddss iinn tthhee
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14 Glory to God in the highest, and on 
earth peace, good will toward men. 
15 And it came to pass, as the angels were 
gone away from them into heaven, the 
shepherds said one to another, Let us 
now go even unto Bethlehem, and see 
this thing which is come to pass, which 
the Lord hath made known unto us. 
16 And they came with haste, and found 
Mary, and Joseph, and the babe lying in a 
manger. 
17 And when they had seen it, they made 
known abroad the saying which was told 
them concerning this child. 
18 And all they that heard it wondered at 
those things which were told them by the 
shepherds. 
19 But Mary kept all these things, and 
pondered them in her heart. 
20 And the shepherds returned, glorifying 
and praising God for all the things that 
they had heard and seen, as it was told 
unto them. 
21 And when eight days were 
accomplished for the circumcising of the 
child, his name was called JESUS, which 
was so named of the angel before he was 
conceived in the womb. 
22 And when the days of her purification 
according to the law of Moses were 
accomplished, they brought him to 
Jerusalem, to present him to the Lord; 
23 (As it is written in the law of the Lord, 
Every male that openeth the womb shall 
be called holy to the Lord;) 
24 And to offer a sacrifice according to 
that which is said in the law of the Lord, 
A pair of turtledoves, or two young 
pigeons. 
25 And, behold, there was a man in 
Jerusalem, whose name was Simeon; and 
the same man was just and devout, 
waiting for the consolation of Israel: and 
the Holy Ghost was upon him. 
26 And it was revealed unto him by the 
Holy Ghost, that he should not see death, 
before he had seen the Lord's Christ. 
27 And he came by the Spirit into the 
temple: and when the parents brought in 
the child Jesus, to do for him after the 
custom of the law, 
28 Then took he him up in his arms, and 
blessed God, and said, 
29 Lord, now lettest thou thy servant 
depart in peace, according to thy word: 
30 For mine eyes have seen thy salvation, 
31 Which thou hast prepared before the 
face of all people; 
32 A light to lighten the Gentiles, and the 
glory of thy people Israel. 
33 And Joseph and his mother marvelled 

ffiieellddss wwiitthh tthheeiirr fflloocckkss.. TToo tthheessee sshheepphheerrddss aappppeeaarreedd tthhee aannggeell ooff
tthhee LLoorrdd,, aannnnoouunncciinngg tthhee bbiirrtthh ooff CChhrriisstt.. HHee ddeeccllaarreedd ttoo tthheemm,,
““UUnnttoo yyoouu iiss bboorrnn tthhiiss ddaayy iinn tthhee cciittyy ooff DDaavviidd aa SSaavviioouurr,, wwhhiicchh iiss
CChhrriisstt tthhee LLoorrdd”” ((LLuukkee 22::1111))..

TThhee bbiirrtthh ooff CChhrriisstt wwaass nnoott wwiitthhoouutt mmaarrvveelllloouuss ssiiggnnss aanndd
mmaanniiffeessttaattiioonnss ooff hheeaavveennllyy pplleeaassuurree.. TThhee pprrooccllaammaattiioonn ooff tthhee
aannggeell ooff GGoodd ttoo tthhee sshheepphheerrddss wwaass oonnee ooff tthhee ssiiggnnss.. TThhoouugghh
ssiimmppllee iinn tthheeiirr wwaayy ooff lliiffee,, ppeerrhhaappss,, yyeett tthheeyy mmuusstt hhaavvee bbeeeenn wwiissee
iinn tthhee tthhiinnggss ooff GGoodd ttoo hhaavvee bbeeeenn ggrraanntteedd ssuucchh aann aannnnoouunncceemmeenntt
ooff CChhrriisstt’’ss bbiirrtthh.. GGooiinngg iimmmmeeddiiaatteellyy ttoo sseeee,, tthheeyy ffoouunndd tthhee cchhiilldd
JJeessuuss,, aass tthhee aannggeell ooff GGoodd hhaadd iinnffoorrmmeedd tthheemm.. TThheenn rreettuurrnniinngg ttoo
tthheeiirr fflloocckkss,, tthheeyy gglloorriiffiieedd GGoodd ffoorr tthhee ggrreeaatt tthhiinnggss,, wwhhiicchh tthheeyy
hhaadd hheeaarrdd aanndd sseeeenn,, aanndd mmaaddee kknnoowwnn aabbrrooaadd tthhee ssaayyiinnggss wwhhiicchh
wweerree ttoolldd tthheemm ccoonncceerrnniinngg tthhee CChhiilldd..

SSoommee ffoorrttyy ddaayyss llaatteerr,, aafftteerr tthhee ddaayyss ooff MMaarryy’’ss ppuurriiffiiccaattiioonn
aaccccoorrddiinngg ttoo tthhee LLaaww ooff MMoosseess,, JJeessuuss wwaass bbrroouugghhtt ttoo tthhee TTeemmppllee
bbyy HHiiss ppaarreennttss,, tthhaatt HHee mmiigghhtt bbee pprreesseenntteedd ttoo tthhee LLoorrdd..
((Leviticus 12:2-4 
2 Speak unto the children of Israel, saying, If a woman have 
conceived seed, and born a man child: then she shall be unclean 
seven days; according to the days of the separation for her 
infirmity shall she be unclean. 3 And in the eighth day the flesh of 
his foreskin shall be circumcised. 4 And she shall then continue in 
the blood of her purifying three and thirty days; she shall touch 
no hallowed thing, nor come into the sanctuary, until the days of 
her purifying be fulfilled)).. HHeerree iinn tthhee TTeemmppllee wwaass aa mmaann nnaammeedd
SSiimmeeoonn,, jjuusstt aanndd ddeevvoouutt,, wwhhoo wwaaiitteedd ffoorr tthhee ccoonnssoollaattiioonn ooff IIssrraaeell..
IItt hhaadd bbeeeenn rreevveeaalleedd ttoo hhiimm bbyy tthhee HHoollyy SSppiirriitt tthhaatt hhee sshhoouulldd nnoott
sseeee ddeeaatthh uunnttiill hhee hhaadd sseeeenn tthhee LLoorrdd’’ss CChhrriisstt.. TThhee SSppiirriitt ooff tthhee
LLoorrdd hhaadd mmoovveedd hhiimm ttoo ggoo iinnttoo tthhee TTeemmppllee wwhheenn JJoosseepphh aanndd
MMaarryy bbrroouugghhtt JJeessuuss tthheerree.. SSeeeeiinngg JJeessuuss,, SSiimmeeoonn ttooookk tthhee CChhiilldd
uupp iinn hhiiss aarrmmss aanndd pprroopphheessiieedd ooff HHiimm,, ssaayyiinngg,, ““MMiinnee eeyyeess hhaavvee
sseeeenn tthhyy ssaallvvaattiioonn”” ((LLuukkee 22::3300)).. TThhiiss wwaass aa rreemmaarrkkaabbllee tthhiinngg,,
aanndd JJoosseepphh aanndd MMaarryy mmaarrvveelllleedd aatt tthhee tthhiinnggss wwhhiicchh SSiimmeeoonn ssppookkee
ooff JJeessuuss.. NNoo ssoooonneerr hhaadd hhee ffiinniisshheedd tthhaann AAnnnnaa,, aa pprroopphheetteessss,,
ccaammee iinn,, aanndd lliikkeewwiissee ggaavvee tthhaannkkss uunnttoo tthhee LLoorrdd;; aanndd ““ssppaakkee ooff
hhiimm ttoo aallll tthheemm tthhaatt llooookkeedd ffoorr rreeddeemmppttiioonn iinn JJeerruussaalleemm..””

WWiissee MMeenn ffrroomm AAffaarr
SSoommee ttiimmee aafftteerr tthhee bbiirrtthh ooff JJeessuuss,, aa ggrroouupp ooff wwiissee mmeenn ccaammee

ffrroomm tthhee EEaasstt,, iinnqquuiirriinngg ooff tthhee rruulleerrss aatt JJeerruussaalleemm,, ““WWhheerree iiss hhee
tthhaatt iiss bboorrnn KKiinngg ooff tthhee JJeewwss””?? TThheeiirr iinnqquuiirryy ccaauusseedd ggrreeaatt
ccoonnsstteerrnnaattiioonn tthhrroouugghhoouutt JJeerruussaalleemm,, aanndd ttrroouubblleedd KKiinngg HHeerroodd
ggrreeaattllyy.. HHeerroodd rruulleedd tthhee llaanndd bbyy ffeeaarr aanndd ffoorrccee,, aanndd wwaass nnoott
iiggnnoorraanntt ooff tthhee iimmpplliiccaattiioonnss iinn tthhee ccoommiinngg ooff aa MMeessssiiaahh.. HHeerroodd,, aass
mmaannyy ootthheerrss,, llooookkeedd ffoorr CChhrriisstt ttoo eessttaabblliisshh aa ppoolliittiiccaall aanndd eeaarrtthhllyy
kkiinnggddoomm,, wwhhiicchh wwoouulldd ddeessttrrooyy tthhee eessttaabblliisshheedd cciivviill ppoowweerrss..
HHeerroodd wwaass ffeeaarrffuull aanndd jjeeaalloouuss ooff aannyyoonnee wwhhoo sshhoowweedd aannyy
pprroommiissee ooff bbeeiinngg aabbllee ttoo oovveerrtthhrrooww hhiiss rreeiiggnn,, ssoo hhee hhaassttiillyy ccaalllleedd
tthhee cchhiieeff pprriieesstt aanndd ssccrriibbeess aanndd iinnqquuiirreedd ooff tthheemm wwhheerree CChhrriisstt wwaass
ttoo bbee bboorrnn.. WWhheenn hhee wwaass ttoolldd tthhaatt BBeetthhlleehheemm wwaass tthhee
pprroopphheessiieedd ppllaaccee hhee sseenntt tthhee wwiissee mmeenn ttoo ffiinndd tthhee CChhrriisstt CChhiilldd..
HHeerroodd’’ss mmoottiivveess ssoooonn bbeeccaammee aappppaarreenntt.. FFaaiilliinngg iinn hhiiss ffiirrsstt
aatttteemmpptt ttoo ffiinndd CChhrriisstt,, hhee oorrddeerreedd hhiiss ssoollddiieerrss ttoo ssllaayy eevveerryy cchhiilldd
iinn tthhee llaanndd uunnddeerr ttwwoo yyeeaarrss ooff aaggee,, tthheerreebbyy hhooppiinngg ttoo ddeessttrrooyy aannyy
tthhrreeaatt tthhaatt CChhrriisstt wwoouulldd uuppsseett HHeerroodd’’ss rreeiiggnn..

AAlltthhoouugghh HHeerroodd’’ss iinntteerreesstt iinn CChhrriisstt wwaass bboorrnn ooff eennvvyy aanndd hhee
wwaass ffiilllleedd wwiitthh uunnrreeaassoonnaabbllee hhaattrreedd ttoowwaarrdd HHiimm,, iitt ddooeess pprroovvee
tthhaatt HHeerroodd bbeelliieevveedd CChhrriisstt wwoouulldd bbee aa mmaann ooff ggrreeaatt iinnfflluueennccee aanndd
ppoowweerr.. HHooww rreemmaarrkkaabbllee wwaass tthhee uunnbbeelliieeff ooff tthhee pprriieessttss aanndd
ssccrriibbeess!! TThheeyy kknneeww tthhee pprroopphheecciieess ooff CChhrriisstt,, wweerree aabbllee ttoo tteellll
HHeerroodd wwhheerree HHee wwoouulldd bbee bboorrnn,, ssaaww tthhee mmeenn wwhhoo ccaammee aa ggrreeaatt
ddiissttaannccee ttoo sseeee HHiimm,, aanndd yyeett wweerree nnoott ccoonncceerrnneedd eennoouugghh aabboouutt
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at those things which were spoken of 
him. 
34 And Simeon blessed them, and said 
unto Mary his mother, Behold, this child
is set for the fall and rising again of many 
in Israel; and for a sign which shall be 
spoken against; 
35 (Yea, a sword shall pierce through thy 
own soul also,) that the thoughts of many 
hearts may be revealed. 
36 And there was one Anna, a prophetess, 
the daughter of Phanuel, of the tribe of 
Aser: she was of a great age, and had 
lived with an husband seven years from 
her virginity; 
37 And she was a widow of about 
fourscore and four years, which departed 
not from the temple, but served God with 
fastings and prayers night and day. 
38 And she coming in that instant gave 
thanks likewise unto the Lord, and spake 
of him to all them that looked for 
redemption in Jerusalem. 
39 And when they had performed all 
things according to the law of the Lord, 
they returned into Galilee, to their own 
city Nazareth. 
40 And the child grew, and waxed strong 
in spirit, filled with wisdom: and the grace 
of God was upon him. 

tthhee mmaatttteerr ttoo ggoo aanndd sseeee ffoorr tthheemmsseellvveess.. TThhee ssaammee uunnbbeelliieeff iiss iinn
mmeenn’’ss hheeaarrttss ttooddaayy.. MMaannyy hhaavvee tthhee GGoossppeell aatt tthheeiirr ffiinnggeerr ttiippss aanndd
yyeett wwiillll ddoo nnootthhiinngg ttoo oobbttaaiinn iitt;; wwhhiillee oofftteennttiimmeess aa hhaarrddeenneedd
ssiinnnneerr,, ffaarr ffrroomm tthhee KKiinnggddoomm ooff GGoodd,, ccaattcchheess aa gglliimmppssee ooff tthhee
gglloorryy ooff GGoodd aanndd ttuurrnnss ttoo GGoodd wwiitthh aallll hhiiss hheeaarrtt aanndd ffiinnddss CChhrriisstt
ffoorr hhiimmsseellff..

GGoodd’’ss WWiittnneesssseess
WWee lleeaarrnn ffrroomm tthhiiss sseerriieess ooff eevveennttss tthhaatt GGoodd ppeerrffoorrmmeedd ssoommee

mmaarrvveelllloouuss tthhiinnggss ttoo bbrriinngg ttoo eevveerryyoonnee’’ss aatttteennttiioonn tthhee ffaacctt tthhaatt aa
SSaavviioouurr hhaadd bbeeeenn bboorrnn.. TThhiiss kknnoowwlleeddggee wwaass nnooiisseedd aabbrrooaadd bbyy
tthhrreeee ddiiffffeerreenntt ccllaasssseess ooff ppeeooppllee..

TThhee sshheepphheerrddss sspprreeaadd aammoonngg tthheeiirr aaccqquuaaiinnttaanncceess aanndd ffrriieennddss
tthhee ggoooodd ttiiddiinnggss tthhee aannggeelliicc hhoossttss hhaadd bbrroouugghhtt ccoonncceerrnniinngg tthhee
bbiirrtthh ooff CChhrriisstt,, wwhhiicchh mmeeaanntt tthhaatt tthhee ccoommmmoonn,, wwoorrkkiinngg ppeeooppllee
hhaadd hheeaarrdd tthhee ggoooodd nneewwss.. TThhee bbrreetthhrreenn wwhhoo llooookkeedd ffoorr
rreeddeemmppttiioonn iinn IIssrraaeell wweerree ttoolldd aabboouutt CChhrriisstt bbyy ttwwoo ooff tthheeiirr oowwnn
nnuummbbeerr:: SSiimmeeoonn,, tthhee jjuusstt aanndd ddeevvoouutt,, aanndd AAnnnnaa,, tthhee pprroopphheetteessss..
LLaassttllyy,, tthheerree wweerree tthhee wwiissee mmeenn wwhhoo ccaammee ffrroomm aaffaarr ttoo sseeeekk tthhee
CChhrriisstt.. TThheessee wwiissee mmeenn ssppookkee aabboouutt CChhrriisstt ttoo tthhee hhiigghheesstt aanndd
mmiigghhttiieesstt mmeenn ooff tthhee llaanndd.. HHeerroodd,, tthhee ssccrriibbeess,, tthhee pprriieessttss,, aanndd aallll
tthheeiirr ccoommppaanniioonnss hheeaarrdd aabboouutt tthhiiss ggrreeaatt eevveenntt ffrroomm tthheessee mmeenn
wwhhoo ccaammee ssoo ffaarr ttoo sseeee HHiimm.. HHooww wwoonnddeerrffuull iiss GGoodd’’ss ffaaiitthhffuullnneessss
ttoo tthhee hhuummaann hheeaarrtt tthhaatt mmeenn mmiigghhtt kknnooww tthheerree iiss aa SSaavviioouurr wwhhoo
ccaann ddeelliivveerr ffaalllleenn mmaann ffrroomm ssiinn!!

PPaauull tthhee AAppoossttllee,, iinn llaatteerr yyeeaarrss,, wwhheenn ggiivviinngg hhiiss tteessttiimmoonnyy
bbeeffoorree tthhee RRoommaann rruulleerrss ssaaiidd tthhiiss:: ““TThhee kkiinngg kknnoowweetthh ooff tthheessee
tthhiinnggss,, bbeeffoorree wwhhoomm aallssoo II ssppeeaakk ffrreeeellyy:: ffoorr II aamm ppeerrssuuaaddeedd tthhaatt
nnoonnee ooff tthheessee tthhiinnggss aarree hhiiddddeenn ffrroomm hhiimm;; ffoorr tthhiiss tthhiinngg wwaass nnoott
ddoonnee iinn aa ccoorrnneerr”” ((AAccttss 2266::2266))..

GGoodd hhaass ffuullffiilllleedd HHiiss pprroommiissee ttoo tthhee wwoorrlldd.. IIssaaiiaahh pprroopphheessiieedd
mmaannyy,, mmaannyy hhuunnddrreeddss ooff yyeeaarrss aaggoo,, aanndd hhuunnddrreeddss ooff yyeeaarrss bbeeffoorree
tthhee bbiirrtthh ooff CChhrriisstt,, ooff HHiimm wwhhoo wwoouulldd ccoommee.. HHiiss mmeessssaaggee wwaass::
““AArriissee,, sshhiinnee;; ffoorr tthhyy lliigghhtt iiss ccoommee,, aanndd tthhee gglloorryy ooff tthhee LLOORRDD iiss
rriisseenn uuppoonn tthheeee.. FFoorr,, bbeehhoolldd,, tthhee ddaarrkknneessss sshhaallll ccoovveerr tthhee eeaarrtthh,,
aanndd ggrroossss ddaarrkknneessss tthhee ppeeooppllee:: bbuutt tthhee LLOORRDD sshhaallll aarriissee uuppoonn
tthheeee,, aanndd hhiiss gglloorryy sshhaallll bbee sseeeenn uuppoonn tthheeee”” ((IIssaaiiaahh 6600::11,, 22))..

MMaayy tthhee rreeaaddeerr ooff tthhiiss lleessssoonn bbee ssuurree tthhaatt hhee ddeessiirreess tthhee
SSaavviioouurr ooff tthhee wwoorrlldd ttoo bbee KKiinngg iinn hhiiss oowwnn hheeaarrtt.. ““CChhrriisstt wwaass
oonnccee ooffffeerreedd ttoo bbeeaarr tthhee ssiinnss ooff mmaannyy;; aanndd uunnttoo tthheemm tthhaatt llooookk
ffoorr hhiimm sshhaallll hhee aappppeeaarr tthhee sseeccoonndd ttiimmee wwiitthhoouutt ssiinn uunnttoo
ssaallvvaattiioonn”” ((HHeebbrreewwss 99::2288)).. TThheerree wwaass nnoo rroooomm ffoorr HHiimm iinn tthhee iinnnn
wwhheenn HHee wwaass bboorrnn.. LLeett uuss mmaakkee rroooomm ffoorr HHiimm iinn oouurr hheeaarrttss,, aanndd
tthhuuss gglloorriiffyy GGoodd ffoorr HHiiss ggrreeaatt ssaallvvaattiioonn..

QQUUEESSTTIIOONNSS
11.. RReellaattee tthhee ffiirrsstt pprroommiissee ooff aa RReeddeeeemmeerr..
22.. NNaammee sseevveerraall pprroopphheecciieess wwhhiicchh wweerree ffuullffiilllleedd bbyy tthhee bbiirrtthh ooff

CChhrriisstt..
33.. NNaammee tthhrreeee wwaayyss bbyy wwhhiicchh tthhee nneewwss ooff CChhrriisstt’’ss bbiirrtthh wwaass

kknnoowwnn..
44.. WWhhyy ddiidd tthhee wwiissee mmeenn ccoommee ffrroomm tthhee EEaasstt ttoo vviissiitt CChhrriisstt??
55.. HHooww ddoo wwee kknnooww tthheerree wwaass aa ggeenneerraall kknnoowwlleeddggee aanndd hhooppee

ooff aa MMeessssiiaahh??
66.. WWhhyy ddiidd HHeerroodd hhaavvee aallll tthhee cchhiillddrreenn uunnddeerr ttwwoo yyeeaarrss ooff aaggee

kkiilllleedd??
77.. OOff wwhhaatt ssiiggnniiffiiccaannccee iiss tthhee bbiirrtthh ooff CChhrriisstt ttoo uuss ttooddaayy??


